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Motion pictures are more than just entertainment. In film studies courses in colleges and universities

worldwide, students and professors explore the social, political, technological and historical

implications of cinema. This textbook provides two things: the history of film as an art form and an

analysis of its impact on society and politics. Chapters are arranged chronologically, covering the

major developments in film, like the advent of talkies or the French New Wave. Each era is

examined in the context of several exemplary films commonly viewed in film studies courses. Thus

students can watch Birth of a Nation and Intolerance while studying the innovations made by D.W.

Griffith from 1910 to 1919. The scope is global, embracing the cinematic traditions of Asia, Latin

America and Africa, as well as the ever important American and European output. Thoughtful

articles from film scholars are included. The flexible structure of the text allows a variety of options

for classroom use or personal study.
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Aristides Gazetas has managed to cram an insightful and relatively comprehensive history and

analysis of world cinema between the covers of a single volume--no small feat. There are lacunae.

The films surveyed tend to be European and American (inclusive of both the north and the south),

and Asian and Indian cinema are short-changed. But such gaps are perhaps inevitable in a book

that seeks to cover a great deal of ground.What Gazetas does, he does well. He begins with a

survey of silent films, with an especially good chapter on D.W. Griffith, and moves on to consider

movements such as French avant-garde cinema, the Hollywood phenomenon in all its stages,



Italian neorealism, symbolist traditions (particularly Bergman and Bunuel), French New Wave, and

postwar German and Italian cinema. He has a rather sketchy chapter on post-colonial narratives,

and for this second edition he's added a couple of chapters: one on terrorism and cinema (which is

in large part a recycling of the first edition's discussion of von Trotta's "Marianne and Juliane") and

one on recent Canadian films.Throughout, Gazetas stresses that cinema is what the philosopher

Wittgenstein would've called a "life form": a living phenomenon which arises from a particular

historical and cultural context and which in turn influences the context that births it.* In a significant

way, says Gazetas, contemporary life has been "cinematized." Cinematic images, metaphors, and

frameworks have become a part of daily life and serve in part as filters through which we read and

construct reality. So reflecting on world cinema isn't only an aesthetic or sociological enterprise. It's

also a postmodern metaphysical one.Gazetas' book is a good place to begin for any serious student

of film.
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